
Scattered Sites 9/22 Meeting  

Resident Q&A 

Q: What if I buy the house and something happens—like the house burns down? Can I rebuild? 
A: Yes. Once you purchase the home, you own both the house and the land it sits on. You would 
have the same rights and responsibilities as any homeowner, including the ability to rebuild. 

 

Q: If I had children living with me for 16 years, are they eligible to purchase a home as well? 
A: The DHC team is confirming HUD eligibility requirements and will provide a clear answer at 
the next community update. 

 

Q: If I have a grown child living with me, can they apply for the house or be a co-applicant? 
A: The DHC team is confirming HUD eligibility requirements and will provide a clear answer at 
the next community update. 

 

Q: If there are two adults in the home (mother and adult child), and the mother is not eligible 
but the child is—can the child purchase the home? 
A: DHC is reviewing HUD’s eligibility rules to determine the answer. A full update will be shared 
as soon as we have the answers. 

 

Q: If my grown children live in the house, can they buy the home if I can’t afford it? 
A: DHC hopes to make that possible, but we must confirm the legal requirements with HUD. We 
will obtain a legal opinion and follow up as soon as we have clarity. 

 

Q: What if I don’t have a down payment? Do I still qualify for down payment assistance? 
A: You must contribute at least 1% of your own funds. In addition to this 1%, you may be eligible 
for: 

1. Up to 20% of the home’s value as down payment assistance. 
2. A dollar-for-dollar up to $15,000. 

 

Q: Does the 20% include repairs or is it only for the down payment? 
A: The 20% applies to the down payment only. Receiving full down payment assistance does not 



affect your eligibility for repair assistance. Each home will be inspected to ensure it meets HUD 
standards, and major issues (like roofs or furnaces) may also be addressed. 

 

Q: Do the water bill and utilities transfer to the new homeowner? 
A: Yes, as the homeowner, you will be responsible for utilities, property taxes, and other 
maintenance costs. 

 

Q: Will the property taxes be zero when the home is conveyed? 
A: Taxes will be up to date at the time of sale. You will only be responsible for future taxes—no 
past-due taxes will transfer to you. 

 

Q: Can we start working on the houses now? 
A: The first step in this process with to begin with home inspections.  

 

Q: Will a licensed inspector come out? 
A: Yes. All inspections will be performed by licensed professionals. 

 

Q: If I’m a City of Detroit employee, can I use my City employee discount? 
A: No. City employee discounts do not apply to this program. 

 

Q: Should I hold onto my rent to save up? 
A: No. One eligibility requirement is that your rent must be current to qualify for purchase. 

 

Q: If the house is valued at $100,000, how much will I pay? 
A: You must contribute at least 1% of your own funds; therefore, for this scenario with a 
purchase price of $100,000, your down payment amount required would be $1,000. You may 
also be eligible for downpayment assistance in addition to your personal contribution. DHC’s 
Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Program helps residents save money toward a down payment. As 
your earned income increases, a portion of your rent is set aside in an escrow savings account. 
Over time, many participants have used these savings to help purchase their home. 


